Meece Middle School

NEWSLETTER
- - - - - - - Fall 2020 - - - - - - October 28th
1st Club Day
October 30th (No School)
Professional Development
November 2nd (No School)
Professional Development
November 3rd (No School)
Election Day
November 10th
Parent Teacher Conferences
November 17th
Second Midterm Ends
November 25th (No School)
Professional Development
November 26th- 27th
(No School) Thanksgiving
December 18th
End of Second Term
Talent Show & Math Bowl
December 21st- 31st
Christmas Break
January 1st (No School)
New Year’s Day
January 4th
Return to School

It’s that time of year again
to get a ﬂu vaccine for you
and your family. Also, there
are many 6th graders who
have not turned in a copy of
their updated shot record
and/or 6th grade physical.
Please turn those in to the
nurse as soon as possible.

SUCCESS
is a

RESULT of
your ACTIONS.

Own it!
A Message from Mr. Rollyson
As Meece Middle School begins the 2020-2021 school year, the staff and
students are learning how to teach and learn at a high level, and how to function
and comply with mask and social distance guidelines. Yes, we know things are
different this school year, but this is actually a new normal for all for us and we
need to accept this new normal. You need to learn to “work around” challenges
or problems in your life so that you can continue toward achieving your goals
and dreams. Remember, success is a result of your actions. Own It!
Let’s say you love to play basketball, and the rim or goal at your house broke.
What would you do? Would you quit playing basketball? Would you quit doing
something that makes you smile or feel good? No, you wouldn’t quit. You would
continue to bounce that basketball wherever you could. You would make or put
up a temporary rim until your basketball goal was repaired, or until you found
another place to play. Well, the same drive and desire that you have toward
doing things that you enjoy participating in, you need to have that same
approach toward doing your best with school. Regardless of masks or social
distancing, you must stay focused on those things that will help you reach your
full potential in life!
Around the state and world, a lot of uncomfortable and unfortunate things
happen every day to many people, and you know what, they rise to the
challenge and excel above expectations. Regardless of what they are faced with,
they have the drive and dedication to continue leaning forward toward better
days. This COVID pandemic is a challenge for all of us and regardless of what we
have to do to continue learning (Google, masks, distance, etc), we will continue
moving forward doing those things that will allow us to be successful in school
and later in life.
With the 1st nine weeks complete, awesome job to everyone, and know that we
are very proud of you! You are complying with expectations and you also realize
the importance of getting a quality education. (Success starts with getting a
good education). Every staff member is committed to always doing what's best
for you and our goal is to help every child to be successful. Remember, success is
a result of your actions. Own it, and don’t let anything stop you from reaching
your goals and dreams in life! If you have any questions or concerns, please feel
free to contact me or your child’s teacher. Good job to all, thank you!

Work Hard & Set Goals
Fifth Grade students are Rock Stars! All students at Meece are adjusting to a weird school year and following new
guidelines to keep us all safe. Our students had to learn the new guidelines and they had to adjust to a whole new
school. As their teachers, we couldn't be prouder of them as they embraced all the new guidelines and demonstrated
their love for school and learning. Students can navigate the Google platforms and other programs they use daily in
person or virtually. After mastering these programs, students have been busy in their core subjects of Science, Social
Studies, Language Arts, and Math.
Mrs. Stringer is gearing up for Elementary Academic team, permission slips went home recently, and tryouts were mid
October. Students are learning about measurements and using new measuring tools in her math class. In science with
Mrs. Mullins, students have learned about different states of matter and conducted some cool experiments. In Social
Studies with Mrs. Perkins, students have reviewed geography and are learning about Native Americans. In Language
Arts with Mrs. Williams, students are constructing short answer responses, and with Mrs. M. Mullins, students are
learning about poetry and writing poems.
Fifth grade students were asked to make videos of why they should be elected to student council. Students viewed the
14 candidates' videos and voted on a Google Form for the 5th grade representatives. Our winners were Talara Bach and
Slevin Redmond. Fifth graders are learning and growing as students both in person and virtually. The school year is off
to a great start.

Be
Your

Best

Study
Focus
Achieve
We are Proud of our Students, Staff, and Community!

Sixth grade has awarded two students for their outstanding character: Jaydon Crabtree (Responsibility) and Isabella Woodroof (Loyalty). We
appreciate the hard work and outstanding job these two have shown through the beginning of this tough school year!
Students welcomed their new 6th grade Science teacher, Mrs. Taylor Bailey to Meece Middle School. They have been learning about the solar
system and the seasons while completing some getting to know one another activities.
Mrs. Denney’s Social Studies students have been reviewing important map skills and geography. Students are working hard through an
interactive notebook to gain skills throughout this unit.
Math 1 with Mrs. Whitis is currently working on expressions and equations. Students have worked hard on completing assignments and
activities in Google Classroom and have accumulated multiple digital resources they can reference throughout the unit. In Mrs. Crabtree’s Math 2
students are working on decimal operations. We have spent several classes reviewing key skills such as multiplication and long division of multi
digit numbers from ﬁfth grade in order to prepare for challenging sixth grade concepts.
Mrs. Neely's ELA class is reading a book called, Who Moved My Cheese? For teens. It is a parable about how we deal with change in our lives. The
kids enjoy this fun, light-hearted book as they look at themselves, changes that occur in their lives, and set goals for their future.

Check Your Grades on Inﬁnite Campus
Imagine sitting in the same seat in the same classroom for seven hours, a Chromebook in front of you, your
teacher disappearing and a new one appearing every 50 minutes to start a new lesson on a new subject.
Imagine wearing a mask for that period of time. There are no locker breaks, no recess, and no class changes
to grab a quick conversation with your best friend. You are forced to walk six feet apart on bright yellow dots
that are glued to the floor. Added to all of this, you have assigned seats at lunch, with social distancing being
enforced so strictly that you are relegated to watching cartoons on the large screen television instead of
giggling with your friends and trying to get through lunch without squirting milk out of your nose because
you’re laughing so hard. Sounds like prison, right? No, it’s public school during a pandemic. Everyone is
working diligently to keep students safe, but frankly, this is miserable. Some relief is needed. Seventh grade
students try to get moving and breathe some fresh air from 10:00-10:30 each day. During that time, they
head out to the track that surrounds our beautiful new football field, and walk, run, skip, or jog around the
quarter-mile track, while catching up with some of their friends. Social distancing is practiced. If students
insist on being closer than 6 feet apart, they are required to wear a mask. It’s not like it used to be, but it’s a
step. Hope springs eternally, and we’ll get through this with some flexibility!

Did you know that Hispanic Heritage Month began as a commemorative week in 1968, at the same time as
the civil rights movement was at its peak, and the awareness of multicultural identities was skyrocketing?
Did you know that the timing of Hispanic Heritage Month coincides with the Independence Day celebrations
of several Latin American nations? Did you know that President Ronald Reagan expanded the observance to
one month in 1988, and President George H.W. Bush became the first president to declare the 31-day period
from September 15 to October 15 as National Hispanic Heritage Month? Seventh grade students at Meece
Middle have been reading about these events, and, hopefully, getting a better idea of how important it is to
recognize the strengths of multicultural contributions in our country. Pictured are several students playing
Kahoot, an interactive, competitive game, with the topic of Hispanic Heritage Month. They did VERY well!

Thank you Parents and PTA!
The first art project of the year is a Name Design in which students illustrate things about
themselves. Here are a few Name Designs made by students.

Earlier this month many of our students were recognized during 8th grade night. Cheer, football,
and girls basketball celebrated their 8th graders and all their hard work. The girls basketball team
had a clean sweep this week. They’ve played an amazing season. The cheerleaders are doing
fantastic as well. They are cheering at both girls basketball and football games. They show so
much support and keep our fans on their toes! The football team won against Russell county.
This season should be tremendously exciting for our athletes and fans. The football playoff is
October 31st against Williamsburg. Boys basketball, and volleyball are just around the corner. Be
sure to come out and support your Jumpers!

The Character Word for November is

RESPECT
FRYSC started the new school year, BUSY, organizing
the Back to School Readifest! As we move into Fall, we
will continue our Reading Readiness groups at Hopkins
and incorporate Red Ribbon Week and Health and
Hygiene classes to the Meece curriculum. Currently, we
are sending referrals for the Operation Christmas
Angel program (for Christmas). Please notify the
Meece FRYSC Oﬃce if you are wanting to be referred.
-Mrs. Crow

