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Academic Excellence is Our Goal!
Somerset High School
Somerset High School students and
staff are off to an exciting start. The
2015-16 school year promises to be
another great year to continue the
vision we have set for our students.
We
will continue our studentcentered focus on high quality teaching and learning,. We have high expectations for continued recognition and
success on the state and national levels. We are dedicated to providing
students unique opportunities that
only Somerset High School can offer.
Students and staff teamed together
and in 2013, 2014 and 2015, Somerset
High School achieved Distinguished status
among all Kentucky high schools. SHS was
also recognized by US News and World Report as a Top Kentucky and Top High School in
the United States. Our staff and students continue to work hard but also work smart. We
use words often such as—focused, thoughtful
education, re-teaching, purposeful, intentional and engaging—as our staff interacts daily
with our students.
We are continuing with the positive momentum and high expectations we have started
and set from the past four years. We are in
our second year of our PLTW engineering
program, students are using 3D printers and
augmented reality in classes. Somerset High
School is also a part of a new initiative known
as AdvanceKY. AdvanceKY is an initiative that

promotes training for Advanced Placement
(AP) teachers which ultimately benefits
those students taking the AP classes and
exams, thus earning college credit. Incentives such as reimbursement for AP exam
fees when a student passes with a 3 or
above as well as $100 paid to each student
for each AP test passed are a part of this
program.
The counselor should be able to answer any
questions and/or provide guidance for curriculum decisions directly related to each
student.
Teamwork and effective communication will
ensure that the academic needs of all students are being met. Contact counselor
Amy Walters or Julie Morgan for program
information.

The Mission of Somerset Independent Schools is
to provide our students
with the highest educational learning experience by creating innovative
opportunities,
effective communication, and leaders who inspire Everyday, Everyway, No Exceptions!
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Career Pathways Expanding to Include the Arts
Beginning in 2015-2016 school year, students attending Somerset Independent now
have four additional Career Pathway options at Somerset High School. Marketing,
Business Management and Consumer & Family Management pathways will continue
to be offered at the same high standards. These programs include a variety of courses that ensure students are ready to be active participants in “real-life” circumstances.
In addition, beginning this year students will have the opportunity to demonstrate
“career readiness” in the areas of Music-Instrumental Ensemble, Music-Vocal Ensemble,
Theatre (Performance) and Visual Art. Students completing the pathway requirements and successfully producing the required Capstone portfolio will
receive the designation of “career ready”.
The Career and Technical Programs are supported by a variety of student organizations. DECA, FCCLA and FBLA are all organizations that allow students to expand
their classroom knowledge and skills via competitive events and community service
projects. Somerset High School students can also take advantage of courses that
are offered at the Area Technical School. These programs expand the opportunities
available to all students while ensuring improved knowledge and skills. This partnership benefits students as they prepare for post-secondary education and/or
training.
Somerset High School continues to meet the needs of students via improved services and expanding curriculum. The Career & Technical Program is an ever-changing
program that adapts to the needs of students as well as the business community.

Somerset High School provides many
opportunities for students to compete and succeed while using “reallife” skills. For more information
regarding the Career & Technical
Education programs, parents and
students can contact the guidance
office at Somerset High School.

Somerset High School Vocal Ensemble
W. B. Jones Auditorium Rededication

Meece Middle School—Gearing Up for the future
Thanks so much to the Gear-Up grant we have been able to purchase the Texas Instruments, Nspire
calculators for the 7th and 8th grade cohort of students to use for the remainder of their school career. With these calculators, students have the opportunity to master the standards by using the
best technology on the market. We are excited to be learning and implementing the use of these into the classrooms.

GEAR-UP

5th Grade has had a great start to the 2015-16 school year at Meece Middle School. First, the Jump Start program, held on July
30, was a great success. Beginning school in a new building can be difficult with many new intimidating challenges. Jump Start allowed incoming fifth graders to meet their teachers, cycle through their
schedules, and learn to work their locks for the first time. This program
gave the students an opportunity to begin school with more confidence
and ready to learn. Also, we are excited about the addition of two new
teachers to the 5th Grade team. Ms. Rachel Embry will be teaching science and Ms. Kendra Salmons will be teaching language arts.

6th graders are once again preparing for a trip to SpaceCamp in
Huntsville Alabama. As of today, the trip is scheduled for February 19th –
21st. The total cost of the trip is 325.00 dollars. Language Arts will be
doing Fairy Tales once again this year. The students will write their own
Fairy Tales and create ornaments to represent their Fairy Tale.
7th Grade - Emily Mankin, teen services outreach specialist of the Pulaski County Public Library, visited all seventh- and eighth-grade language
MMS Celebrates Hispanic Heritage Month
arts classrooms at Meece Middle School the first week in September.
She will continue to visit with the seventh- and eighth-graders monthly
for the rest of the school year. Emily brings book talks, exercises, and information about the library and the activities it offers
young people. She presents a wealth of information and becomes “the face of the library” for teens at Meece. We are lucky to
have such a valuable resource.

8th Grade— The eighth graders will take two field trips this year to Asbury College and Eastern Kentucky University. One trip will
be in the fall, while the other will be in the spring. More information will follow about these two trips.
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New Faculty at HES

Hopkins
ElementarySchool Pride!
Hopkins students began the
2015-2016 school year with
new
textbooks
from
McGraw-Hill's Reading
Wonders series. Educators
worked diligently
several weeks prior to the
start of this school year preparing for this new program. Reading Wonders is
the first and only reading
program designed specifically for the Common Core
State standards for Reading/Language Arts. Combining research-based instruction with new tools to

meet today's challenges,
every component and every
lesson is designed for
effective and efficient CCSS
instruction. Everyone is excited and challenged by the
rigorous curriculum found
within the program.
Hopkins Elementary welcomes six new teachers for the 15-16 school year
Listed Left to Right: Mary Margaret Drake-1st grade
teacher, Jabriel Siler- Special Education teacher, Natasha Ford- Speech Pathologist, Amanda Combs- 1st
grade teacher, Kayla Simpson- 4th grade teacher and
Lindsay Prather -4th grade teacher
Spirit Week at Hopkins
Elementary School

News from Somerset Independent Schools’ District Programs
Somerset
Pre-School Program
Providing for the needs of
preschool children happens
inside and outside the classroom. This year we are servicing 63 preschool Jumpers.
It is never too soon to begin

Preschool Family Involvement Activity Night
promoting the Jumper tradition. The 15-16 preschool year
began with a very successful
first ever parent cookout. The
cookout was held Sept 17,
2015 at Hopkins Elementary

School. We had a turnout of 23
families. The preschool provided
hotdogs, chips, cookies and
drinks for the families. One of
the main goals this year for preschool is to have more family
involvement activity nights.
FRYSC
Somerset High School
Youth Service Center
Spirit of Community Award
Last year, Somerset High
School kicked off the Spirit of
Community Award. This award
is designed to encourage students to give back to their
community by providing community service and build their
academic resumes as a component of the Advisory Program. The award is given each
month to the class or grade
level that does the most to
support our community. During the 2014-2015 school year,
items were collected to support agencies such as: God’s
Food Pantry, Hospice of Lake
Cumberland, American Can-

cer Society, Living Bread Soup Kitchen and first responders in
the area.
During the month of September 2015, Somerset High School
students displayed their appreciation to first responders in honor of September 11th. Each grade level was assigned a different
first responders unit and prepared a gift basket. Baskets were
donated to the Somerset Police Department, Pulaski County
Sheriff’s Department, Somerset Fire Department, Pulaski County EMS, and Pulaski County 911.
Each class personally delivered their baskets and was given an
opportunity to personally speak with and thank the first responders.
For the month of September, the Spirit of Community Award was
awarded to the Sophomore Class for bringing in enough items
to fill two baskets, along with decorations such as flags and bows
to give their baskets an American theme. Somerset High School
would like to thank all first responders in Somerset for their
time and dedication. The upcoming Spirit of Community Award
will support God’s Food Pantry. Any suggestions for future
projects can be submitted to the SHS Advisory Committee.
Left to Right: Trea
Harmon, Carolina
Coldiron, Catherine Coldiron, Ella
Corder, Emilee
Moore and Jake
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Somerset School District is ranked DISTINGUISHED
Did you know? The
Kentucky Digital Library's digitized collection includes 1,000
books, over 80,000
digital photographs,
and 200,000 pages
from Kentucky Newspapers.

Somerset Independent School District has been recognized as a Distinguished district by the
Kentucky Department of Education. This recognition is based on the district’s overall performance on the Unbridled Learning Accountability System, which includes student achievement results
at all three of the district’s schools. Somerset High School met its Annual Measurable Objective
by gaining 0.5 points overall and has maintained its Distinguished designation. Reading and College/Career Readiness were areas in which significant numbers of students achieved proficient or
distinguished status, also there was gain in mathematics scores. Meece Middle School will maintain the status of a Proficient school. Student achievement improvements in reading had a significant impact on overall school performance. With a 1.4 point overall gain, Hopkins Elementary
School’s ranking among elementary schools is once again a Proficient/Progressing school. Gains
in reading and math achievement lead the way for Hopkins Elementary scores. Noticeable gains in
language mechanics were also made. According to Hopkins Elementary principal Mike Reynolds,
“We are proud of all the improvements and achievements of our students. Our growth in all
content is especially significant to long-term success.”
Additionally, Superintendent Kyle Lively commented, “These test scores are a direct result of
remarkable students, teachers/staff, and parents working toward a common goal. We are truly
fortunate to have a fantastic student body with supportive parents. Our teachers/staff and administrators go well beyond the extra mile to ensure all student needs are met. It is this combination
of caring and dedication that make results like this possible. We are extremely proud of what our
students and teachers have accomplished.”
to encourage and support you in the effort to monitor your child’s digital footprint. Digital literacy and
cyber safety must go hand in hand.
Technology will never replace teachers, but
Thank you for trusting us with your child and working
teachers that use technology effectively will
with the educational community to provide an essenreplace teachers that do not.”
tial, safe and exciting learning experience.. If you have
Technology skills are crucial for “College and Career
Readiness”. The Somerset Technology Department any questions, please contact: Jeffrey Nash jefwill continue to pursue a small learning community frey.nash@somerset.kyschools.us or call (606) 679atmosphere and yet promotes a global vision. Tech- 4451.
nology allows students to develop essential skills for
success in all their future endeavors. Communication, collaboration, creativity and problem solving
are skills that they will use for their entire life. As
educators, we are committed to both teach and
model those skills. Our faculty is continually searchFall Festival@ HES Nov. 2nd
ing for the best possible instructional strategies.
Bethany House Food Drive @ MMS –
Technology plays a key role in this endeavor. Over
Nov. 2nd through 23rd
recent years, state and local funding has equipped
Food Drive for God’s Food Pantry
our schools to a ratio of one computer for every 2.3
Nov.12 - Nov. 19th
students. District decision making has allowed us to
Career Day @ MMS November 6th
offer students and teachers to BYOD, bring your
Book Fair @ HES Nov. 16th-20th
own device. After completing the necessary paper
work, students may bring and use their personal
Picture Day @ SHS Nov. 17
mobile devices at school for educational purposes.
Veterans Day Celebration @ MMS NoStudents may now use the district-provided email
vember 10th
accounts to communicate and collaborate with both
College Fair @ SHS Nov. 12
local and global resources. We are in the beginning
Choir Concert @ SHS Dec. 3rd
stages of introducing our students and staff to the
Band Concert @ SHS Dec. 17th
technology of augmented reality. This will offer our
Multiplication Bowl & Talent Show @
students the opportunity to both learn from these
MMS December 18th
programs and to create augmented reality learning
Pennies for Patients @ MMS Feb. 1-Feb 28
activities. We will continue to promote the use of
the Infinite Campus Student Portal. In the portal,
2016
students can monitor their academic performance
and stay on top of their class obligations.
Thank you for all your support
We encourage our parents and guardians to talk to
your students about how they are using technology
to enhance their academic progress. Also, we want

Technology

HOMESPUN
On April 16, 1888 the
General Assembly of the
Commonwealth of Kentucky approved legislation creating a system of
public graded schools in
the City of Somerset,
Kentucky. A petition to
create an Independent
School System had been
approved by Somerset
voters and introduced in
the legislature by Senator
G.W. Shadoan. Five
trustees were elected on
the first Saturday in June,
1888.
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