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Somerset Independent Schools

WATCH FOR IT—-Somerset Independent School District is in the process of
constructing a new website. This website should be available within the next few
weeks. Our goal is to provide an excellent communication tool for parents and
the community.

Welcome, Boyd L. Randolph, Superintendent, Somerset Schools
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The Somerset Independent
School System welcomes Boyd L.
Randolph as the newest leader for
Somerset Independent Schools. Mr.
Randolph assumed this position
after Mrs. Judith White completed
her term as the interim superintendent.
Mr. Randolph comes to the
school system directly from a position with the Kentucky Department
of Education. His experience as a
teacher and principal with other districts has prepared Mr. Randolph for
his role with Somerset Schools. He
served as a Recovery Specialist for
the Department of Education and
looks forward to leading Somerset
Schools to “Tradition and Beyond…”.
Mr. Randolph and his wife,
Deena, have three adult children.

Mr. Boyd L. Randolph

Mr. Randolph and his family are relocating to Somerset
and look forward to becoming a part of the Purple and
Gold community!

Welcome…..
Wesley Cornett, Bob Naylor, and Mike Reynolds
Somerset High School and Hopkins Elementary have new leaders this year. Mr. Cornett and Mr. Naylor will provide the leadership for SHS. Mr. Reynolds returns to Somerset Independent Schools as the
principal at Hopkins Elementary. These new leaders will combine forces with Mr. Calvin Rollyson, Mr.
David Miller, and Ms. Freda Bishop to ensure that the faculty and students have all the resources necessary
for success.

The Mission of Somerset Independent Schools is to provide our students
with the highest educational learning experience by
creating innovative opportunities, effective communication, and leaders who inspire
Everyday, Everyway, No Exceptions!
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SHS Seniors Use Tools for Video Series
Somerset High School seniors Perry Wesley and Jacob “Bobby” Vaught are
using their technology skill set to create a season-long documentary covering
the Jumper Football season. They appear to be reaching an audience far beyond
the Purple and Gold crowd.
The young men created a Youtube sensation last year with the debut of
their first film that featured the SHS football players and fans. “The Season,” is
now shared on Facebook and has been a hit.
Their current project is fun, but they both have aspirations beyond high
school and hope this new endeavor will be an asset in their portfolios. Wesley
created all the music so they have addressed any copyright issues. He would
love to compose for a movie one day. Vaught plans to attend film school and
has enjoyed making videos since he was very young.
The series of films are sure to please the young and old alike. Wesley and
Vaught are true fans and hope to capture the Jumper spirit in video. The combination of skills and enthusiasm should provide a foundation for continued success with the new project. Both young men realize that being a Briar Jumper is
special and they can’t wait to capture the unknown as the players and fans experience Jumper Football!

JUMPER SPIRIT AT ITS BEST!
Last Year SHS Students Were Awarded Over 1.2 Million Dollars in Scholarships

Somerset Students Offer Banking Services….
Somerset High School is pleased to
announce that Ms. Donna Coffey is
now a member of the business department at the high school and she will be
working with students as they operate
Jumper Security, the student operated
financial center.
Ms. Coffey and the students are
working with Cumberland Security
Bank to prepare for the grand opening.
The students are preparing resumes,
learning interview skills, and deciding
which position to pursue within the
organization.
The students will operate the bank
using the standards and requirements
of any bank. They offer interestbearing accounts, loans, and other
services.
Jumper Security provides experiences that are sure to better prepare
students for “real-life.” This curriculum impacts all students with community activities and school activities.
Leadership is a key component within

Superintendent Randolph
leads teachers through the
the Jumper Security organization.
Students will participate in marketing Senate Bill 1 legislation duractivities, analyze economic factors, and ing an August Professional
participate in board meetings as they op- Development.
erate this student financial center. Ms.
Coffey and Jamey Tilley, Cumberland Security Representative, are always available
in supporting roles for the students as
they meet the challenges of this student
experience.
SHS is proud of Jumper Security and
the services they offer for students and
staff. This is sure to be a great year for
the financial center at Somerset High
School!
Jumper Security Financial Center

Somerset Teachers are rigorously
preparing to meet the needs of
students during the 2011-12 school
year.
Superintendent Randolph
shares his expertise concerning the
impact of Senate Bill 1 and the
pathway to success for students.
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HES Participates in Mileage Club
Hopkins Elementary
School is promoting a healthy
lifestyle with all students via
the Mileage Club. The Mileage Club is a walking program
where “toe tokens” are given
to students for miles walked(1
token=5 miles).
The students wear the “toe
tokens” on a necklace. Children receive a certificate for
each 10 miles ran/walked.
This provides an incentive for
all students to participate in
this fun and healthy activity.
This program started as a
grant program when Ms. Jennifer Coldiron and Ms. Robin
Wilson received the funding.
KET featured the club as part
of a video, More Than Child’s
Play; Why Physical Activity

Grant Awarded

Matters.
The school has chosen to
continue to fund this important program. Ms. Kelly
Waddle is the contact concerning the program. This
program supplements the
instructional programs that
Ms. Waddle uses with the
students at HES on a daily
basis.

Hopkins Elementary School
has been awarded the Dollar
General Literacy Foundation
Youth Literacy Grant.
The grant was awarded
for the project, “SucceedLearn to Read.” The grant
amount is $2000 and Ms.
Cindy Ikerd and Ms. Gina
Wilson collaborated to determine how the students at
Hopkins Elementary would
best benefit from the funding.
According to Ms. Ikerd,
“The grant was written to
provide educational opportunities for parents and students to learn together. The
project was designed to
work with at-risk students
These 3rd Graders just fin- and their guardians.
The
ished approximately 1 mile parents will be provided with
in 1 class period!

two training sessions during the 2011 – 2012 school
year. The intervention
teacher will conduct
“Home Visits” on each
child receiving intervention. In addition, teachers
will be provided professional development that
will benefit all studentsespecially those at-risk. “
HES Students Love to
Read!

Meece Middle School Hosts Leadership Institute & 21st Century Technology Camp
Meece Middle School continued a tradition this summer when students participated in the John Sherman Cooper Leadership Institute. They
also started a new program, The 21st Century Technology Camp. Both
programs were organized by Ms. Becki Edwards, Media Specialist at MMS.
The main focus of the programs was for the students to develop leadership skills that will be embedded and remain with the students into adulthood.
John Sherman Cooper Leadership Institute exposed students to
meetings of local government and our local board of education. Community leaders were also invited to speak to the students. This intense twoweek exposure provided great opportunities.
The participants visited Team Leadership Camp in Monticello which
encourages and develops leadership skills. Students participated in problem-solving activities, experienced opportunities to explore their intellectual and creative potential, and broadened their awareness of career opportunities.
The 21st Century Summer Technology Leadership Camp also
provided students with a unique opportunity. Ms. Edwards led the students through the technology curriculum which focused on social issues
related to technology. The students developed skills necessary for decision-making in our data driven world. Students were able to look at
things globally via the integration of science, technology, and engineering.
VEX Robotics, HP Slates, and a CAD system were resources utilized by
the students to understand the skills necessary in a competitive world.
The students at MMS participated in a unique experience that prepares
the leaders of tomorrow.

John Wilson and Riley Shumard
21st Century Technology Camp

Students
visited Team
Leadership
Camp
in
Monticello
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New State Assessment and Accountability
Senate Bill 1, enacted in 2009, requires public schools to implement a
new assessment program during the
2011-2012 school year. The new
assessment is the Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational
Progress (K-PREP) tests.
Somerset Independent Schools
305 College Street
Somerset, KY 42501
Phone: (606)679-4451
Fax: (606)678-0864
E-mail:
yvonneda.gosser@somerset.
kyschools.us

HOMESPUN
On April 16, 1888 the
General Assembly of the
Commonwealth of Kentucky approved legislation creating a system of
public graded schools in
the City of Somerset,
Kentucky. A petition to
create an Independent
School System had been
approved by Somerset
voters and introduced in
the legislature by Senator
G.W. Shadoan. Five
trustees were elected on
the first Saturday in June,
1888.

The new testing system for grades 3
-8 will contain multiple choice, open
response and short answer items.
Part of the assessment will have
items from the Stanford Achievement Series with national norms,
while the remaining portion is criterion referenced and customized for
Kentucky. NCS Pearson will be the
company providing the K-PREP tests
and currently provides large-scale
assessments for more than 25 states
and for the U.S. Department of
Education
Also a part of Senate Bill 1, is the
change at high school to a system of
end of course exams to measure
proficiency. ACT’s Quality Core
program has been chosen to provide end of course assessments in
four courses that are high school
graduation requirements.
The
Quality Core system has been developed on research and focuses on
essential standards for college and
career readiness.
The end of
course exams will have a quick return to the school and will be used
as a percentage of the student’s final
grade in that course.
Kentucky schools will continue to
use the EPAS (Educational Planning
and Assessment System) exams to
gauge student’s progress toward
College and Career Readiness. The
assessments include the 8th grade
EXPLORE, the 10th grade PLAN,
and the ACT.
Along with the above listed state
required assessments, students will
also be given several other

assessments to help measure
their current level of achievement including Discovery Education Assessment “Think Link” in
reading and math three times
during the school year. Our
high school has been selected to
field test on-demand writing
prompts this fall for 9th, 11th and
12th graders.
Testing Schedule:
K-PREP assessment will occur in
the last 14 days of the school
year. EXPLORE and PLAN assessment will be given to students in September, while the
ACT will be given in March.
The end of course exams at the
high school will be given during
the last month of school.
Students who are Limited English Proficient will be taking the
ACCESS assessment in January
or February.

Dates to Remember
Hopkins Elementary
Aug. 30th-2nd Grade to Fire
Department
September Events
14th-Grandparents Day, Preschool and Kindergarten
(Luncheon)
15th-Grandparents Day, 1st2nd Grade (Luncheon)
15th-High Attendance Day
16th-Grandparents Day, 3rd4th Grade (Luncheon)
30th-Mulitculural Day
MMS
Aug. 29-Sept. 2-Think Link
Assessment, Book Fair.
Sept. 12th-7th Grade to Carnegie Center
Sept. 21st-22nd-Explore Exam
Oct. 12th-Picture Retake
Oct. 24th-28th-Red Ribbon
Week
SHS
Sept. 23rd-Homecoming
All Schools
Holiday-Sept. 5th
Fall Break-October 3rd-7th
School Closed-October 14th

Level

State Required Assessments 2011-2012

3rd grade

K-PREP Reading and Math

4th grade

K-PREP Reading, Writing, Math and Science

5th grade

K-PREP Reading, Writing, Math and Social Studies

6th grade

K-PREP Reading, Writing and Math

7th grade

K-PREP Reading, Math and Science

8th grade

K-PREP Reading, Writing, Math and Social Studies;
ACT’s EXPLORE
10th grade – K-PREP Writing; ACT’s PLAN

High
School

11th grade – K-PREP Writing; ACT
End of Course Exams for any high school student
enrolled in the following courses:
English II
Algebra II
Biology
US History

