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DATES TO
REMEMBER:
October 23-27
Red Ribbon Week
October 24
Parent Teacher
Conference
4:00– 6:00
October 30
No School– PD

Success is a Result of Your
Actions: Own it!

November 3
Veterans Day Celebration

According to the Kentucky
Department of Education,
Meece Middle School
continues to represent the
traits and habits of a
SUCCESSFUL school! Although
schools will not receive an
actual score or label this year,
our students, teachers, and
MMS community will
celebrate this continued level
of HIGH SUCCESS!
Meece Middle School did
very well when compared to
the previous year’s testing.
The three major areas we can
look at in comparison are our
gap, growth, and achievement
scores. Our gap score was up
10.3 points from last year,
making our score 52.5. Our
growth score improved 5
points, putting us at 68.6, and
our achievement score did
drop 3.7 points from last year,
making our score 78.1 points.
If we were a DISTINGUISHED

November 1– 20
Bethany House Food Drive
November 22– 24
Thanksgiving Break
December 16
Math Bowl and Talent
Show
December 21–
January 2
Christmas Break
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school on the 15/16 KPREP
test, we certainly maintained
or grew on the 16/17 KPREP
test. Thank you to all and
super job to our students,
parents, and staff!
We believe every student
at Meece has the talent,
skills, and potential to be a
success in school and in life.
If your child is achieving at a
high level in class, we say
good job and we challenge
them to continue exploring
new content so they can
achieve their highest level of
learning. If your child hasn’t
performed to their potential
or to your expectations, it is
time for them to try a
different approach, to make
learning a top priority and
begin utilizing successful
study habits to help them
reach their highest level of
academic potential.
Every student in this
school can learn at a high
level. Practicing effective
study habits every day,
being motivated to want to
do well and putting forth an
honest effort are key
components to a student’s
success.

Check Grades in Infinite Campus

Kids will be kids, but teachers
and parents are responsible for
teaching and modeling these
skills early in life so students
won’t struggle later in their
education or career.
We have an excellent school
and staff that is committed to
always doing what’s best for
the students. By working
together as a team, each of us
will ensure that our kids receive
the best possible education. If
you have any questions or
concerns, please feel free to
contact me or your child’s
teacher. Good job to all, thank
you, and Go Meece Jumpers!

Students are Taking
Ownership of their
Learning!
Study, Focus,

and Do Your
Homework!
Keep Reading 20 minutes
every night. It will help
you in every subject!
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Conservation Program and Android Tablets
Our Conservation program recently began
meeting in the school library. This program is
sponsored by the Kentucky Department of Fish and
Wildlife Resources and is presented by Jamie Alton.
The program addresses a number of topics related to
the outdoors and is specific to the region, better
informing students of the natural world around
them. Topics include: mammals of Kentucky,
boating safety, conservation camp, outdoor
survival, birds of Kentucky, and more. For more
information, visit the Department of Fish and
Wildlife Resources at their website fw.ky.gov.
Our students also began the school year with
Android ZenPad tablets. These were obtained

through a Qualcomm grant supported through the
University of Kentucky. Each tablet has free data
through the Verizon Network. The tablets are
equipped with a protective case and a charging
station for each 5th grade classroom. Both students
and staff are very excited as the tablets have
provided a valuable educational opportunity.

6th Grade News
History’s Greatest Space Achievements
Student’s in Mr. Dunn’s sixth grade Science
class recently constructed replicas of some of
history’s greatest space achievements. Using
materials just found around the house, students
constructed detailed models to learn about
mankind’s journeys to space. Mr. Dunn is proud
of his students. The talent these kids have is
amazing.
Student pictured left to right: Liliana Lopez,
Ben Godby, Cayden Cimala, Eric Tucker,
Matthew Satterly, and Charlie Wilson.

Get
Your
Flu
Shot!

Rotation News
First Term Art Projects
Meece students enjoyed having Mrs. Altman’s art classes this term. Students created name design pieces
where each letter represented something unique about themselves. Students also created blind contour
drawings to help improve their drawings. Next term students will be using pastels and paint.
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Guest Speaker
David Hasan, an aerospace
engineer who lives in Austin,
Texas, visited with seventh and
eighth grade students at Meece
Middle on August 22. Hasan
traveled to Kentucky to view the
solar eclipse on August 21, and
stayed an extra day to share some
of his knowledge about science
and language with students in the
Somerset district. Hasan earned
his engineering and political
science degrees from the
University of Illinois, and later
studied satellite geodesy at the
University of Texas. He spent
several years in Houston,
developing mission control
intelligence systems and
spacecraft simulators and

autonomous GPS navigation
software for NASA. He left the
space business and Houston in
2001 and is currently a software
architect for a company building
healthcare software. Hasan spoke
for about one hour to each group
of students, splitting his time
between the history of our
language, and the space industry.

He followed the theme, “baby
steps”, while explaining to
students that scientists who work
for NASA have to work together to
overcome unforeseen obstacles
while opening new doors in space
exploration. As an added bonus,
Hasan recited Lewis Carroll’s
poem, “Jabberwocky” to students
in English, French, and German.

8th Grade News
Classroom News and Upcoming Events
Eighth grade students have
been working hard. They
completed their first round of
testing in each of their classes,
and many of them have been
focusing on putting forth their
best effort. For that, we are very
proud of them!
Coming up, we have GEMS
(Girls Exploring Math and
Science) on November 3, and
G2TECS (Guys Geared up for
Technology, Engineering,
Computers, and Science) on
November 10, 2017 sponsored by
Somerset Community College. It
is a selective process that

students had to apply for by
answering three essay questions.
They are evaluated by Somerset
Community College. Students
will get to attend six workshops
hosted by professionals in the
fields of Math and Science. It is a
real honor and great experience
for students that are selected to
attend. Congratulations and
Good Luck to all students that
applied!!
In 8th grade science class we
have completed a unit of study
on Physics where students got to
play with many science toys to
further their understanding of

Newton’s Laws of Motion. The
next unit of study is Earth
Science. Students have been
assigned a book entitled Inside
Earth. Expect this book to come
home periodically.
In Ms. Brown's Pre-Algebra
class students are beginning a
new unit. Students will be
learning multi-step equations by
participating in scavenger hunts,
detective games, and mazes. We
will be on this unit until the
second week of October. Our
next unit will be over Functions.
The Band Winter Showcase will be December 12th
at 6:30pm in the WB Jones Auditorium.

More School News
Hello from the
Counseling Office!
It has been a busy but great start to the
school year! I have visited with each grade
level in their classes at least once for
topics that include: recognizing symptoms of
depression and how to help our friends,
showing empathy for others, and how to be a
good listener. Mrs. Crow and I teamed up and
spoke to Mrs. Denney’s classes about the
importance of good hygiene habits. Several of
our 8th grade students have applied for the
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GEMS/ GTEC programs, a career
exploration conference in November at
Somerset Community College. I am hopeful
that several of our students will be selected!
I am working on putting together a
couple of small groups for our students.
Healing Hearts is a support group for
students who have recently lost friends or
family members. There will also be an
Attendance Improvement group for 5th and
6th grade students. If you would like to take
part in either of these groups, please see me!
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Speaking of attendance, we are working
hard on pushing good attendance this year.
Each month we are recognizing the grade level
with the best daily attendance. In August, the
winner was 6th grade. Will they continue to be
the best? Stay tuned!
~Mrs. Keeney

Library Media Center
September started off great with our
Scholastic Book Fair. We truly
appreciate everyone who helped to make it
so successful.
Students have been reading a lot since
the beginning of school. Many have met
their AR goal for this first nine weeks and
their enthusiasm for reading continues to
grow.
We hosted several guest speakers
including David Hasan, an Aerospace

Engineer, Steve and Doris Cundiff,
who showed the students their Indian
Artifact collection, and Jamie Alton
with Conservation from the Kentucky
Department of Fish and Wildlife.
Students registered for prizes each
time they visited the public library
over summer break. We appreciate
Pulaski County Public Library
partnering with us to support reading.

We are
searching for
Veterans to
participate
in our
Veterans Day
Celebration in
November

Thank you for
your service!

Family Resource and Youth Service Center
Our Family Resource Center met with local
City and County government officials to
discuss environmental concerns with our
P.R.I.D.E. offices. We now have a recycling
trailer located behind the school. Thru grant
money and a recycling drive, our hopes are to get
the trailer covered in a “wrap” that our students
design. Our PRIDE Club will help with some of
these efforts.
FRYSC partnered with Meece Counseling
Services to offer a Hygiene Class to all 6th grade
students. These students are presented with
educational information on proper hygiene and
why it is needed at this stage in their life. All

students were given deodorant, and toothpaste and
toothbrushes were available to those that wanted
it.
Southland Mobile Dairy visited both Meece
Middle and Hopkins Elementary. Jet, the Jersey
Cow, visited students to give a presentation on
food, “From Farm to Plate”, and the importance
of having dairy in a well-balanced diet. This
FRYSC activity is a favorite of many students.
FRYSC had the first Wildlife Women Club
Day for the school year. Students will be learning
about the outdoors and different activities can be
done right here around Lake Cumberland.
Students will experience camping, hiking, ATV,

horse riding, boating, hunting, archery, etc.
On October 17th, Liberty Nature Center will be
speaking with the students on behalf of the Nature
Preserve. All students in the surrounding counties
are about to take part in the care and upkeep of the
wild birds. Career exploration in fields regarding
Ornithology or Nature will be first hand as this
group will also be leading a monthly Club Day.

Meece Sports
In sports, the boys basketball tryouts were October 9th and 10th. We also had 8th grade night for the girls basketball team on October 10th. The
7th grade girls basketball team finished runner up in the Whitley County Tournament. The KBA State Tournament begins October 14th with 7th
grade, 8th grade will play October 21st, and 6th grade will play October 28th.
The football team will be practicing Monday through Thursday preparing for the state competition in November. The playoffs begin this
Saturday. Cheerleaders just cheered at 8th grade night for the football team and will be cheering at 8th grade night for the girls basketball team this
week. Their first competition is coming up in November. The state competition will be at the Kentucky Horse Park in Lexington, and they will
travel to Disney World for Nationals in December.
The dance team regional competition will be at Somerset High School in January. The girls have been practicing their competition routine. As
always, we are very proud of all of our Briar Jumpers! Be sure to come out and show them your support!

