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A New Year, A New Start

The staff at Meece Middle School hopes everyone had a Merry Christmas and we
wish everyone a safe, happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year! Our staff, students,
and parents have worked extremely hard to enable Meece Middle School to be
designated as a DISTINGUISHED school. Meece’s mission statement states that “All
students must reach their highest level of academic performance.” With
approximately 70 instructional days remaining in this school year before KPREP
testing, our main focus is to ensure our kids have received the best education possible.
There are no shortcuts or secrets to doing well at school or in life; it simply starts
with you making an honest effort and wanting to do well. Nothing in life, whether it’s
a job or college, is ever guaranteed. Every successful parent, professional, business
owner, or employee can trace the roots of their success back to what they learned in
school, and what they learned from their parents. So parents, please talk to your child
daily about school, about their classes, and always encourage them to do their very
best in all they do. Help them set goals in each of their classes. Talk to your child and
help motivate them in reaching their goals. With the support and encouragement of
parents and teachers, every student can reach their academic potential when they put

forth the effort to do well and when they desire to do well!

The staff at Meece Middle School is committed to always doing what’s best for the
kids. We believe that every child in this building has the ability and talent to achieve
greatness in life. We might look average, dress average, and have average material
things, but when we perform, we are expected to perform above average!
With a dream and an opportunity, every child, regardless of who you are, can
achieve goals in school and in life. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel
free to contact me or your child’s teacher. Thank you and Go Meece Jumpers!

“With a dream and
an opportunity, every
child, regardless of
who you are, can
achieve goals in
school and in life...”

- Mr. Rollyson

Important Dates
January 16– No School
Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
January 27 Career Day
February 13– No School
Professional Development Day
February 27– March 3
Scholastic Book Fair
March 31– No School
Professional Development Day
April 3– 7 No School
Spring Break
May 16– No School
Election Day

Pictured: MMS Talent Show Contestants and our Winner Hunter Bensman!

Set Goals to Achieve Great Things!

5th Grade News
In November, 5th grade students went to
Lindsey Wilson College to see the
production of the play “Sadako and a
Thousand Paper Cranes.” The students
also toured the campus of Lindsey Wilson
College. For many, it was the first time
visiting an actual college campus. This
experience provided them with the
opportunity to see what is open to them for
education beyond high school.
Students recently began working on
fractions and geometry. They will continue
Pictured: 5th Grade Students visited Lyndsey Wilson College
working on financial literacy, and applying
their knowledge to real world scenarios such as budgeting and paying taxes. Please be prepared for them to
ask questions related to family financial planning. They have already mastered determining tax and tip. Please
start letting your child do these when you are out for a meal. It doesn’t matter if you have them work out
problems by hand or use the calculator on your phone. The more real world practice they get, the more the
steps will become automatic.
In language arts, each student made illustrated figurative language flip books to help them improve their
writing. Over 60 students reached their AR goal this grading period! Also, in science, students are working on
human foot prints and they will soon begin a unit on earth science.
We would like to congratulate Caden Cimala for placing 4th in the math bowl. TJ Adkins will be returning in
January for 4-H, and we are still collecting pop tabs for the Indian summer camp. This is for the 4-H community
service project.
Mrs. Salmons’ baby, Dallas Lee, is doing great. Congratulations! We can’t wait to meet him. Also, Mrs.
Embry will be having her baby in February.

6th Grade News
Mr. Dunn’s sixth grade science classes are starting the alien project. Students will use skills
they are learning in ecology and astronomy to create realistic aliens that would be adapted to
the planets the students are given. The attached picture is from the two eighth graders who
completed the project when they were in the sixth grade. Students also created Christmas
ornaments that they painted to look like the planets of our solar system. Shown below are
Caden Maynard and Charity Nickell. They are the co-winners of Mr. Dunn’s sixth grade Alien
Project. Students in Mr. Dunn’s classes created “Aliens” that had adaptations that would allow
them to survive on hypothetical planets in our galaxy. These new creatures had to be
specifically adapted to a host of different environments. The students also created the habitat,

Hour of Code
Students in Mrs. Cox's
class participated in the
"Hour of Code" to celebrate
Computer Science
Week. This program is
designed to introduce
students to computer
technology and
programming.
Students enjoyed
creating interactive
animations and developing
games.

7th Grade News

Parents Stay up to Date: Check Grades on Infinite Campus

In Mrs. Crawford’s Math classroom, students have been learning multi-step equations. They
are currently working on real world situations in which a two-step equation is used. I would just
like to comment that the 7th graders are amazing at equations! They have performed better with
this topic than any group I have taught. I am thoroughly impressed with the skills they have
learned and are applying. During the first semester of school, the students worked very hard. We
will continue to shoot for the moon on our return from Christmas break. Kudos to my 7 th grade
students!
In seventh– grade language arts, we’ve really taken advantage of the latest exciting Scholastic
Scope Magazine, especially in the area of a nonfiction narrative. Specifically, we’ve recently
read how one man’s determination led him to a long-lost pirate treasure off the coast of Cape
Cod, Massachusetts, more than 250 years after the famous pirate ship, the Whydah, crashed,
killing 144 pirates.
In addition, we’ve read about 18-year-old Syrian refugee Yusra Mardini, a member of the first
team of refugees who participated in the Olympic Games this past summer in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil. Yusra’s journey is particularly dramatic because she escaped Syria with about 30 other
refugees to Turkey. From there, 20 people, including Yusra and her sister, boarded a boat
designed to carry six people, to cross the Aegean Sea. After the boat began to sink, Yusra and her
sister jumped into the cold waters and pushed the boat for more than three hours, saving
everyone on board. From there, she traveled by foot, train, and bus to a refugee camp in Berlin,
Germany. Yusra was discovered by a swim coach in Germany, and filled one of the 10 spots
available on the Olympic team of refugees. Paired with Langston Hughes’ poem “Dreams,” this
story was a great reminder of where hope and perseverance can lead.
Seventh-grade students also enjoyed a special treat on Veteran’s Day this year in Mr.
Beasley’s social studies class. On November 11, with the help of SKYPE technology, students
were able to sit in Mr. Beasley’s classroom in Somerset, Kentucky, and speak directly in real
time with Commander Joe D. Sears, who recently began working at the Pentagon, the building
which houses the country’s top military leaders in Washington, D.C. The focus of discussion was
on what type of education and training are required to work on cyber security and cyber warfare
at the level on which Commander Sears works. A special guest was also present in Mr. Beasley’s
room at the time of the interview. Mr. Wilson Sears, former Somerset Independent Schools
superintendent, is also Commander Sears’ father, and was able to join the group on that day as
they questioned and talked with Commander Sears.

8th Grade News
The eighth grade has finished 2016 with a bang! This class did a very impressive
job on their mid-term exams and should be very proud of themselves. We are
currently planning a field trip for early spring. (Details to be announced.) Details and
a date for the 8th grade dance will soon be announced also. Please keep in mind the
dance is NOT a “Formal.” It is and has always been an eighth grade dance. Students
are encouraged to dress up, but not in formal wear. The decorating, food, and D.J.
will be taken care of by the school. Only Meece Middle School eighth graders are
permitted to attend. The admission is free and we encourage all eighth graders to
come. It is sure to be a good time!
The Meece Middle School production of The Little Town of Christmas was a huge
success! The combination of technology
and drama created a unique and innovative
evening of entertainment. The participants
were: Kendall Burgess, Emily Nelson,
Angelica Hernandez, Najla Amarkhail,
Samantha Benge, Katie Burlew, Sydney
Rogers, Skylar Cox, Jasmine Simmons,
Emily Flynn, Sydney Rogers, Reina
Wesley, Betsy Hernandez, Emily Ham, and
Zoe Wooldridge. Thank you to everyone

Happy New Year from the Meece Middle Counseling Office!
Our fall semester has really flown by. In fifth grade, we continue to use the Second Steps guidance
program and students are learning and practicing empathy every day. We have created a “Tootling” Board.
Instead of tattling, we tootle about the good things that students and teachers are doing. In 6 th grade, I visited
Mrs. Denney’s classes and students learned about various career paths. In 7 th grade, we started the Too Good
for Drugs program and focused on short term and long term goals. I traveled with the 8 th grade girls who
were selected to attend the GEMS (Girls Exploring Math and Science) conference at Somerset Community
College on November 4th. The girls spent the day learning about many careers in the Math and Science
fields and attended workshops about physics, cosmetology, 3D printing, culinary arts, welding, and criminal
justice. I also attended a Pulaski County Fiscal Court Meeting on November 22nd with our two 8 th graders,
Trinity Burkett and Keith Jasper, who were selected as Junior Colonels. Both events were a lot of fun! My
student council kids have been busy promoting the FRYSC Bethany House Food Drive and are looking
forward to future leadership opportunities. Lastly, my Jumper Ambassadors (8 th grade Mentors) held a social
for some of our 5th graders in November. I am proud of the leadership and compassion that this group shows
to others! Looking forward to what 2017 holds for our students at Meece! - Mrs. Keeney, School Counselor

FRYSC Happenings
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210 Barnett Street
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(606)-678-5821

The FRYSC Office has been really busy this fall. Our monthly Grandparent’s Support Group had good
Visit us on the Web at
attendance for the October Meeting. The Public Library has been so accommodating for these groups.
In October, we took part in Red Ribbon Week with daily drug awareness contests and activities. Somerset
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High School’s Project Purple Drug Group talked with our 5th graders about drugs and the affects it has on our
health. Melissa Dye and Madison Cornett spoke with the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade. Madison, a student at the
High School, told her life account of living with family members in active addiction. Melissa Dye, from Project Daris, gave her testimony of the Heroin
epidemic and the death of her son.
During the month of November, we began collecting hand sanitizer for the Disabled Veterans of America. All collections will go toward Christmas
baskets for disabled Vets. Sk8ter’s Paradise held a Meece Skate Night on November 1st and we had many students to attend. The skating rink gives a
monetary donation to our school depending on the amount of students that show up. This event will take place again in December. Veterans Day was held
on November 11th. We had 14 Veterans from various branches of the military to talk with our students during their Social Studies classes. We provided a
luncheon for the Veterans with a singing performance. The whole month of November we held a food drive for the Bethany House Abuse Shelter. The
homeroom with the most collected received a pizza party. 1,543 food items were donated, and the Bethany House was very appreciative of the wonderful
donation. Thanksgiving dinners were served at the High School and donated meals for Thanksgiving were delivered to families by the FRYSC and YSC.
We are currently submitting Christmas list to various organizations and collecting donations for students and families throughout the holiday season.
Our office has attended to a multitude of needs from our students and families, gone on home visits, donated items, and took part in
community activities. We look forward to continue serving our school throughout the year.
Students have been utilizing many programs in correlation to their classroom assignments, as they
continually learn the importance of setting goals inside the classroom and in real life. Lexia, Reading Plus, Accelerated Reader, Dreambox

Briar Jumper Pride
The Meece Middle School Football Team did an amazing job this season.
As the team traveled to Belfry, they ended their season with a loss against
New Harlan. However, this team fought hard making it to the State
Regional Finals. These players did a fantastic job on and off the field this
season.
The 7th and 8th grade girls basketball team ended their season by
finishing in the Elite 8 during the KBA State tournament in Lexington, Ky.
Whereas, the 6th grade did an amazing job in the KBA Tournament.
The cheerleaders represented the Jumper Pride placing 3rd in State
Competitions. Also, the boys basketball team will be heading to KBA state
this month.

